
The Late Palaeolithic hunters of 
the periods that followed the 

Aurignacian, called Gravettian 
and Magdalenian, according to 

the different regions, developed 
more complex hunting strategies 

and were equipped with more 
sophisticated weapons



OIS 
stages

During the Late Palaeolithic some regions of Eurasia were still covered with ice. 
Due to this fact the sea levels were lower than those of the present. The OIS (Oxigen 
Isotope Stages) show the climatic variations that took place in the Palaeolithic periods

End of the Gravettian Mesolithic climatic optimum



The 
Gravettian 

culture, that 
takes its 

name from 
the site of La 

Gravette, in 
France, is 

characterized 
by the 

production of 
narrow 

bladelets and 
points with 

abrupt 
retouch along 

one or both 
sides. These 

points are 
called “Points 

of La 
Gravette”



Apart from the typical chipped stone assemblages, the Gravettian Culture is 
characterized by polished stone figurines in the mobile art (right). The figurines, 

otherwise called Venuses, always fit into a geometric, rhombic scheme

Gravettian figurines



The Gravettian Culture 
developed during a period 

between ca. 28,000 and 
23,000 years from now. 

All the objects shown in the 
pictures come from the 

excavations carried out at 
Willendorf. They include 

blades and points made from 
flint, bone, red deer teeth and 
marine shell ornaments, and 
the famous Willendorf Venus



Figurines are well known from many 
Gravettian sites of Europe. They have 
been recovered mainly from open-air 
settlements. They are made from soft 
stones, sometimes green or grey 
steatite, bone and ivory Willendorf



The Willendorf figurine was 
discovered by J. Szombathy

in 1908. The Late Palaeolithic 
site is located on a terrace 

some 30m above the course of 
the Danube, in Austria. 

The site is attributed to the 
Gravettian Culture, 24,000- 

23,000 years from now

The Danube at Willendorf



The Palaeolithic 
site of Willendorf 

yielded three 
different figurines, 

the most famous 
of which is the 

first, made from 
stone, from area II. 

As reported by 
J. Szombathy, 

three areas were 
excavated in 1908.



Willendorf Venus

cm 11



Cave Caviglione is located in the 
Balzi Rossi (Liguria - northwestern 
Italy). The cave was excavated in the 
late 1800’s. On its walls there are a 
few traces of rock art engravings



An important Late Palaeolithic burial was found 
in the Gravettian layers of Cave Caviglione 
(Balzi Rossi). Here the skeleton of a woman 
was found crouched on her left side. Her head 
was covered with a cup decorated with small 
marine shells and athrophic red deer teeth



Gravettian burial from 
Grotta dei Fanciulli

The Balzi Rossi caves in late 1800’s



Small steatite figurines and pendents from Barma Grande 



The Arene Candide cave opens 
in Liguria (northwestern Italy) 
some 89m above the present-day 
Mediterranean Sea level.
The excavations carried out in the 
1940’s brought to light a long 
sequence from the Roman period 
to the Late Palaeolithic. 
At the bottom of the main trench, 
a burial of a young Late 
Gravettian hunter was discovered



The Late Gravettian burial of a young man 14 years 
old was found at the bottom of the trench excavated 

during the 1940’s, with very rich grave goods

Ca. 23,000 years from the present



The uppermost part of the Late Palaeolithic 
sequence, radiocarbon dated to ca. 11,000 years 
from the present, revealed the presence of a real 
cemetery, with skeletal remains of at least 14 
individuals. Some of them were intact, some 
others consisted of just a few bones. The bodies 
had been buried above a thin layer of ochre and 
look reddened. The rich grave goods consist of 
beach pebbles, lower and upper querns for 
grinding ochre, different species of marine shells



A few 
examples of 
the Late 
Palaeolithic 
cemetery and 
the rich grave 
goods that 
accompanied 
the deads. The 
position of the 
bodies is to be 
noted as well 
as the quantity 
of red ochre 
they used



Burial
pit

The Late Palaeolithic 
sequence of 

Cave Paglicci in 
southeastern Italy



Two Gravettian burials in 
Cave Paglicci



Another Late Gravettian 
site of southeastern Italy 

is Sant’Angelo Cave. 
It opens in the typical 

Mediterranean landscape 
of the Murge Baresi, at 

the bottom of a limestone 
terrace facing the alluvial 
plain, a few kms from the 

Mediterranean coast



Sant’Angelo di Ostuni

Cave entrance with the remains of the
Shrine dedicated to St. Angel

Top of the Palaeolithic deposit at the cave entrance



Late
Gravettian
chipped
stone
tools

Late Gravettian
burial



Ostuni burial

Buried on the 
left side, with 
a bracelet of 
small marine 
shells on her 

right arm, and 
a head cover 

decorated 
with marine 

shells and 
athrophic red 

deer teeth



The drawing 
summarizes the 
characteristics of 
the grave goods of 
the Gravettian 
burials excavated 
in Italy, except for 
that of Sant’Angelo 
di Ostuni, more 
recently discovered 
and published. 
It is interesting to 
note that ther 
characeristics are 
variable.The richest 
is that of the Arene 
Candide cave, 
while the three 
individuals of 
Barma Grande, 
although buried 
together in the 
same tomb, are 
quite different

Arene 
Candide

Reconstruction 
of the Arene 

Candide burial 
according to the 

grave goods in 
the tomb (below)



Tagliente rock-shelterSites of the 
end of the 
Palaeolithic 
are quite 
common in 
the Alpine 
arc, also
at high 
altitudes up 
to 2000m

Examples of Late Palaeolithic Alpine landscapes



The Tagliente rock-shelter was 
settled also around the end of the 
Epigravettian period. 
The site is located in a region 
extremely rich in flint outcrops of 
very good varieties. 
Pebbles engraved with animal 
figures have been recovered during 
the excavations carried out at the 
site that are still underway



Adriatic Sea

Ligurian Sea

Central Alps

Po Valley

Location of Dalmeri rock-shelter, one of the most important Late Palaeolithic recent finds



Chronology of the site Dalmeri rock-shelter

The Dalmeri rock-shelter is so far a unique archaeological site radiocarbon dated to the 
end of the Palaeolithic period. It opens in the south-central Italian Alps, just below the 
uplands of the Marcesina. Also its geographic location, facing north, is quite unusual



The innermost part of the site yielded evidence 
of a “C”-shaped habitation structure built very 
close to the shelter’s walls. 
Note the black colour of the archaeological 
deposit, very rich in organogenic matter

Lithic tools from the site



The hut 
foundation 
is delimited 
by a line of 
stones. 
Inside it 4 
postholes 
have been 
recovered.
The 
interruption 
of the 
stoneline 
probably 
indicates 
the hut 
entrance

Entrance

Hut structure

Dalmeri rock-shelter



Dalmeri rock-shelter is very important for the 
mobile rock art pieces recovered mainly from the 
area just outside the hut structure. 
Dozens of small limestone blocks from this area 
had been painted with red ochre, mainly with 
animal figures. A smaller number of stones was 
collected also from the hut floor





Two different human figures 
were also found painted in two 
different positions. 
Among others are naturalistic 
figures, and the probable 
representation of a hut

Hut representation ?
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